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Like .most
inmates, he
quit prison
treatment

Sarah Hansen's classmates wiped away'tears after her funeral yesterday In Greenville.

By J.V.E3
The Courier-Jouma!

A. man charged with racing ar.d
kiliinz a Muhlenberg County teen
ager last weekend was a conviced
sex offender who had received
miriir-al csarment in prison.

And the e-xperiencs of Robert
Kei± Woodall ls not 'inusual. Stare

^.prison ofSdais say that most in
mates imprisoned for sex crimes

*don't complete
the voluntary
sex-offender TWO

• treatment pro- VIEWS:
.gram, which a Some say
new study sug- suscsct
gests can be sue- was a

_csssrul. • bully: to
' .WoodaU's others he

case also high- • was a
•.lights the limits friend. A7

of the state's I
, regisey that is-
.•supposed to track sex offenders

upon their release from prison.
' Wocdall was net listed b the regis

try, which is available only to law
enforcement personnel, because his
convicnon predated ±e star: of the
registry in July 1994.

Woodall, 22, of Green'.iile, Ky..
. was arrested Tuesday night .and ,

charged «ith murder, rape and kid
napping in the death of 16-year-old
SaHh KaTiSen, also of Greenville.
Ke pleaded not guilr/ diiring an ar
raignment yesterday monung.

Kansea, a populi honorsrjdect.
- had gone to a conve.iiencs store
. near her house Sarurday aigh: to
. rent a video and never came home.

Her body was found in a nearby
lake a few hours later.
, Woodall got out of prison l^

. Febrjary after ser.ing 3*7^ years of a
.five-year sentence for t?.-o counts of
'5rs:-degree se.rjal abuse. His sen-

te.'.ce was shortened because of
•.time he was credited for good be-

havior in prison.
He had pleaded guilt;-' in 1993 to

se.xually abusinga 9-ye3r-old girl on
' two occasioQS in July 1992, when he

,was 18. A state correcnons ofncid
said Woodall forced the girl to fon-

. die him.
Woodall was indiaed on three

other counts of sex-jal abuse agair.st
three other young girls, but these
charges were dismissed because ot
"the quality of the evidence." said
Muhlenberg Commonwealth's A-t-
tomey David Jemigan. Wnile in

See MUKDER
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"God has
taken Sarah
into his arms
and carried
her to his

home," the
Rev. Arthur

Burrows told
mourners at
Sarah
Hansen's
funeral.

By CYNTKU L^.C-LES - , •• •
Tia Courier-Journal - •

GS-ENVILLE, Ky. — On the',
church Lawa, in ±9 bank parking
loc and La fracc of the insurance
agsr.c/, they stood in silence, grim
ly warching the silver hearse.

Mora than 1,000people -7-a fifth
of thj tovrn's entira population —
had jammed the Greenville United
Methodist Church for the funeral
yesrendayof IS-year-old Sarah, Han-
sea, a popular hocor student who.
was murdered Saturday night,

Aj:d DOW they watched" as Srst a
half-dozen police cruisers, and then
cars carrying Sarah's family, began
the slow procession to the ceme-
terj*. Only the wail of a lone police
siren pierced the silence.
• "We cometogether Lagrief," the

•Rev. Ar±ur Burrows, Sarah's pas
tor at the Cumberiaad Presbyterian
Church, had .said at the funeral.
"Ws gather to'put our ar^ around
one another' and r^ectfully
around this family. ... You matter
to us. Your grief reaches into our
selves."

Grief overA'helmed Green%'ille
yesterday. But there more than
tat.

Sarah Kanseh died a violent
deai in a io-at.where people tend

to leave their doors^inlocked. Peo
ple thought a cheerful, laughing
girl active in her school and church
should have been safe here. • •

X "This was the perfect child,"
^luhleafcerg County Judge-E-cecu-

tive Rodney Kirtley said after the
ser/ics, as if to emphasize the point
that no one expected such a thing
to happen in a place Uks Green
ville.

"How could anyone do this un
godly thing to Sarah?" said the
Rev. Vemon Perdue, pastor of ±e
M2±odist_ church- . : . • •

Burrows told the mourners —
who overtlowed into the church's
fellowship hail — they would find
no answers. "This is tha, day when
our faith is more essential than
ever," he said. "There are quss-
tioas for which we can find no an

swers. The> death of a precious
- child is one of ±osa questions." •
•Part of the service was devoted to
brief anecdotes about Sarah.

• - Perdue recalled how Sarah and
her bovTriend Kyle Lovell, 17, who
were active in the Methodist youth
group, had clowned around on a

. citizens band radio on ±e way to a
- church rsteat last fall.

After the retreat, youth director
; Brent Waltrio said, Sarah had con-
, fided that sfie had "invited Jesus
•into my heart."'
-• Lovell talked about Sarah's

. closeness, to her pare.iLS. He
choked up as he wluspered, "To
me, SaraE reoresented aU that is
fun and good and beautiful. She

• was tny best friend." . •
.••S^h's older brother, Robe.'t,
read a poem, '^'hen he finished, he
added in a quiet rush, "She was my
hero too."
• In the end. the best cotafort any-
otre could derive was the message

- that Burrows offered.
"SarahwentSaturday m|ht from.

' the worst moment in her liie to the
best motnent of her life. I can't ex
plain it and you can't e."cpl2in it." he
said. But mourners shoiiid remem
ber, he said, that "God has taken
Sarah into his arms and carried her
to his hor.e."



Miirfler'sospect-fo
Continued from Page One ' *•

prison, Woodall completed onlyeight
weeks of a two-year se.x-offender-

.treatment" -program, \according to
Kathi Peterson, who heads the Cor-

• rections Department program, '

WOODALL WAS denied parole in
March 1994 because he dropped out
of the program the previous fall. A
1986 state law prohibits paroleforsex
offenders who don't finish treatment.

Parole Board Chairman Helen j- -
Howard-Hughes said Woodall also Uc be alerted when a .convicted sex
had been written up several times for offender is released toormoves mto a
fighting, in prison and appeared to .community. Butothers ui:ged caution,
have adjusted poorly to life behind . .State Rep. Brent Yonts, a Dernocrat
bars in his first year. . who represent GreenviUe, s^d ms

Criminologists say sex offenders constituents have contacted
aremore likely than almost any other . about the issue .of public notification
criminals to repeat their offenses, but —although some Greenvme residents
treatment canreduce repeat offenses, interviewed yesterday said they were

Peterson'said a study to be pub- aware of Wpodall's record. •; v .
•Ushed shortly will show thatbetween . "This :is the most tragic, vicious,
1990 and'1995, sex offenders •who community-desfroymg .event, ^ats
didn't complete Kentucky's treatnient ever happened in t^ town, hes^.
program before'being rele^ed from, "This has woke up the conjmum^.
prison .were" arrested three, times'as.-This is no longerMayberry, U.S-^
often for hew sex crimes as inmates '/Yonts said he called Gov. Paul Fat-
A*'vpctPrHflVtO dSfC 2113.W rsQuir"*

sentences," Peterson said, r;" * "
• If short-term sex offenders have Ut-

tle incentive to enroll, ^d complete,
the treatment) then the ^ate should
motivate them, possibly by taking
away good time, said .rtate Rep.
Charles Geveden, D-Wickliffe.
-Experts saysex offenders can'tbe,

forced to enroll in treatment, because
inmates niust admit their problem for
the program to help thenu .r.*..

SOME LEGISLATORS yester
dayalso called fora law thatthepub- ^

afe'̂ often-'not caught"or" the'̂ ctims ;'̂ placed on.:the. agenda for .a special
don't press charges/: " session ^this ye^.,, I don t realfy ap-

•Natibnally, the Association for the preciiate them bemg let ou^ and par-
Treabnent of Sexual Abusers says.-.ticularlywithoutwammg.
that without' tireatment, up to'40 per-.- Kentucky*s^-pn-lme .

. cent of sex Offender who target chil-;,registry h^
dren'v^ re'-offehd.and up to 35 per-.: th.er Woodall nor himdreds of omer.

' cehtof tfi.ose who attack adult women -sex"offenders convicted before Jmy
crimes. •--•.•••1994 are* Usted, because of how ^ewill repeat"their crimes

,BUT FEW irirnates are enrolled in
Kentucky's program. In 1994, The
Courier-Journal reported that just 9
percent of sex offenders released
from prison between 1987 and 1994
had completed .treatoent.. Petereon ^qusI^"that's something that,needs

• disputed .the newspaper's ^alysis but addressed," said Barbara Jones,
saidshe 'did not have anydataon the g-^eral counsel for the Justice Cabi-
percentage ofsexoffenders who com- ® •
plete the program in prison. And she
acknowledged .that the large majority

• .of inmates don't-complete treatment.
Currently, Peterson said, 350 of

Kentucky's 2,000 imprisoned sercud
offenders are enrolled. Peterson said
ifimates like Woodall who sennng
five or feweryears are inuchless like-

• ly to participate in treatment than
those serving longer sentences..That's

. because they have little incentive to • ^ ,007 «,,.
complete treatment, she said. -I to the pubUc^by Au^ 1997^ But

Inmates become eU^^le toenroU
the

legislation was written. .
./The database can only be used by
law eriforcemerit, but police are not
alerted when an offender moves to

•town, though offenders are required
to tell the'rtate when they move. "Ob-

net

THEisTATE hasnoway ofknow-
' ing how many times- police have que-.'
ried the registry nor does it have any
way to "determine whether offenders
are faithfully reporting new.address-

: es, saidHanselHUl, who oversees the,,
LINK offender database for the Ken-.
tucW State PoUce. -
- A 1994 federal law required states
to create sex-offender,registries' open

about"and Exactly what information
should .becorne" public, Jones said. .,
•'V'Sorce,questi6n "whether the public
release"of such .'information' is. wise.
Civil libert^ans have challenged the
con^tutioh^ty' of -these ' measures,
though courts have generally upheld
the legality of state registiy laws.

"How does it affect your neighbor
who is successfully coinpleting a pro
gram; nobody wouldwant him in the
neighborhood," said Joe Roehrig, e.x-
ecutive director of the Family Center
A CMd Abuse Treatment ^ency, in
Louisville.'"

With treatment, offenders are'niuch
more likel>; to control their behavior,
•Roehrig said. • • •• • •••••

And Gevedea said he would have
reservations about making the regis
try public "unless it could be shown
to me it would perform some useful
service." . • . ' • • •
• "If.the information served only to
embarrass the offender,- then it per-

. forms no useful purpose," Geveden
said,-.adding'he feared vigilante retri
butionand useless pubUc i^ann if the
data'were'misused. •

'Orie^atelegislator; however, ques
tions; fee^ effectiveness of treatment ,

•• progi^mC^i" 'sex.'offendeK and advo- |
. cated'stiffCTand swift'k^^ for. i

seriouS'cnmes. "
"Short of wearing a hat and a bea- :

cori 'tiiat goes off, howare you going
to keep (a sex offender) out of that
(Hansen's) van?" asked" State Sen.
Kim Nelson, D-Madisonviiie.
- ."What needs to be '.done is that
someone (convicted) 'needs to be put
to deathin a relatively short period of
time. The penalties we have aren":
enough of a deterrent." •
Information for this story was also
gathered by staff writer Nikita
Stewart

."1 .don't know "what the solution changes m me. regisuy
w'ould be other than to have longer . how to track offenders as they move


